
 

 
 

INCOMING FIFTH GRADE SUMMER WORK  
 
Over the summer, our hope is for your child to maintain the skills 

learned this past year and strengthen their knowledge base by 
reviewing concepts. 

We strongly encourage the continued use of the online math 
program IXL. Students should be very familiar with finding their 
recommended skills, and know how to complete the diagnostic 
assessment to get additional recommended skills. If they are stuck on a 
particular skill, they may send me an email, and/or search the topic on 
Google and there should be a variety of instructional videos to help.  It is 
vitally important for math that your child has their math multiplication 
facts memorized from through 12. Students should also practice long 
division and subtraction with borrowing. This will allow your child to 
focus on the new content that will be taught this year rather than 
focusing on recalling their facts.  

Students will be required to keep a math journal over the summer. 
The journal requirements are outlined in the math letter. 

Students should also be able to independently read chapter books 
and answer comprehension questions in complete sentences. Text 
evidence and their own knowledge can be used to support their 
thinking.  Understanding the book is just as important as being able to 
read the words! Students should also be able to write at least three 
paragraphs of information on a given topic. 

Over the summer, your child should read at least two books and 
answer questions about each of the books. For each book, questions 
must be answered in paragraph form. I hope that you will encourage 
your child to read as many books as possible over the summer. Reading 
can be a very pleasant experience for your whole family. Read a book 
together or ask your child to answer open-ended questions about their 
independent reading. 

. ​ The reading book reports are due on the first day of school. 
We will all enjoy sharing our favorite books during the first week of 
school. 



 

SUMMER BOOK REPORTS 
 

Please answer these questions on a separate piece of paper in paragraph 
form. Use 5-8 sentences for each paragraph. You may write neatly or type 

up your answers about each of the two books. 
 

Please make an attractive cover for each book that includes the title of 
the book, the author’s name, and your name. 
 
Paragraph One: What is the plot of your story? What happens 
throughout the book?  

Beginning: setting, characters, background information 
Middle: main events, problem or conflict, the climax (turning 
point/exciting part of the story 
End: falling action and resolution 
 

Paragraph Two: Pick your favorite or least favorite chapter in your book, 
and write about it. Be sure to include why you picked this chapter. 
Support your thoughts with evidence. 
 
Paragraph Three: If you could be one character in the book, which one 
would you be? Make sure you support your statements with details from 
the book and use character traits. 
 
Paragraph Four: What is the theme of this book? I.e. forgiveness, good 
vs. evil, bravery, teamwork, etc. Provide examples from the book and 
explain how they connect back to the theme you chose. Remember 
books can have more than one theme.  
 
Paragraph Five: Make connections - How does this book connect to 
yourself? How does it connect to another text that you have read? How 
does it connect to the world?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

SUMMER MATH WORK 
 
This summer we are asking your students to keep a math journal. Each 
student will be asked to complete at least 5 journal entries. This can be 
kept in a spiral notebook or composition book and we will continue to 
journal in it over the 2025-2026 school year.  
 
Students need to recognize math in the world around them and make 
connections between their everyday experiences and math. Attached 
are some ideas for entries, but these are not the only options students 
can write about. Each entry should be at least half a page detailing the 
connections between the experience and math; or the entry can be a 
collection of data represented in a chart, table, or graph with some 
observations about the data. Students are encouraged to use 
illustrations/pictures to support their solutions/explanations.  
 
Here are some ideas for math journal entries. These are ideas, you are 
welcome to complete them, or you can use them to spark ideas of your 
own!  
 

●​ Temperature- record the daily high temperature for 7 days. 
Organize the information in a table with one row being day and the 
second being temperature. Then use the information to calculate 
the mean, median, minimum and maximum, and range.  

●​ More Ice Cream-What ice cream is the best deal? The cheapest 
price per scoop (take the price and divide by the number of 
scoops you are buying. What is the cost per scoop in the 2, 3, 4, etc 
scoops? 

●​ Mini golf- If you go mini golfing, be sure to keep an accurate 
scorecard. Create a line plot with your score on each hole. What 
score did you get most often (mode)? What was your maximum 
score? What was your minimum score? What was your average 
number of shots per hole?  

●​ Sleeping- Record the time you go to bed and the time you wake 
up each day for a week, and calculate the number of hours and 
minutes you spend sleeping each night. Create a table and bar 
graph to represent this data.  

●​ Sports- playing a sport this summer? Keep track of one of the 
statistics in your sport. Examples- for each game record the 



 

number of hits and at-bats you had, and at the end of the summer, 
calculate your batting average by dividing the number of hits by 
the number of at-bats. Basketball- record the number of points 
you score each game, and at the end of the season, find your 
average points per game by dividing the number of points by the 
number of games played.  

●​ Road trip? Going on a trip this summer? Predict what color car you 
will see most often, then create a tally chart to record the color of 
each vehicle you pass. Are all the colors about the same? Which 
color was most often? Least often? What was the difference 
between the most often and the least often? Did the most popular 
color surprise you? 

●​ Beach-record the water temperature each day for the week. What 
was the average temperature? What was the range in 
temperatures (highest minus the lowest)? Was there a mode? If 
you record for longer than a week, put the temperatures on a line 
plot. Were any of the temperature outliers (not fitting in with the 
others)? 

●​ Sudoku- print and cut out a sudoku for your journal and complete 
it! 

●​ Extreme tic tac toe- teach someone at home how to play extreme 
tic tac toe and keep the game boards in your notebook. Have a 
family/friends tournament if there are enough people around to 
play! 

●​ Geometry- Go on a continuous geometry scavenger hunt. Take 
photos of different geometry concepts, print them out, glue them 
into your math journal, and write what they are showing. See a tree 
branch that connects to the trunk forming an acute angle? See 
symmetry out in nature? Do you see things that are parallel or 
perpendicular? Are there any 2-D or 3-D shapes you see? Include 
angles, rays, parallel lines, perpendicular lines, shapes, lines 
intersecting, etc. Be observant! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

INCOMING FIFTH GRADE SUPPLY LIST 
 

~8 plastic folder 
​ ​  
~3 Composition books 
 
~2 1-inch hardcover binders 
 
~Clipboard 
 
~4 Glue sticks 
 
~2 regular black Sharpies 
(permanent marker) 
 
~2 thin black Sharpies 
 
~4 pack of dry erase markers 
 
~A 12 pack of pencils 
(Ticonderoga, Mirado Black 
Warrior, and USA Gold are brands 
that work best) 
 
~2 erasers 
 
~2 packs of Post-It Notes 
(preferably with lines) 
 
~Markers 
 
-Crayons 
 
-Colored pencils 
 
~Scissors 
 
~Scotch tape 
 

~Highlighter 
 
~A bottle of hand sanitizer 
 
~2 boxes of tissues 
 
~ 1 container of cleaning wipes 
 
~1 bottles of hand sanitizer 
 
 
~Earbuds (NOT headphones, 
please) 
 
~A wired or wireless mouse for 
Chromebook 


